
Metaphilosophical insights of the later Wittgenstein

Thomas J. Spiegel
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Two opposed movements of thought threaten philosophy as an autonomous practice
from the inside: scientific naturalism and quietism. Naturalism (qua methodological
thesis) threatens to turn philosophy into a mere ancilla of the sciences, quietism
understood as the prescription to remain silent in philosophy would not countenance
any more “positive” philosophy. This book reconstructs naturalism and quietism such
that it becomes clear naturalism does have the potential to end philosophy as an
autonomous practice and that quietism, correctly understood, does not. To this end,
this book provides arguments against the prevailing orthodox status of naturalism and
a heterogenous reading of Wittgenstein’s metaphilosophical quietism as the rejection
of a certain kind of theories in philosophy, namely quasi-scientific theories.
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